
PHOTOGRAPHY 
A Level (Edexcel) 

 

What is the course about? 
The main purpose of the course is to develop your ability to appreciate the visual world and to 
enable you to respond in a personal and creative way. You will become VISUALLY LITERATE! 
 

The Art department staff devise and implement projects which encourage you 
to: 
 Question all preconceived notions of art and personal ability. 

 Trust your creative instincts. 

 Express your ideas and feelings through the controlled use of a broad range of materials and 

techniques. 

 Investigate and relate to all the evolutionary processes that are inherent in the development of good 

artwork. 

 Articulate issues relating to the work of other artists from a variety of cultures, past and present. 

 

What sort of work will I be doing? 
You will have access to high quality digital and film cameras and be required to work in a variety of areas of photography, 
which may include: 

 Portraiture, documentary, photo-journalism and fashion/glamour  

 Landscape photography 

 Working from objects, still life or the natural world 

 Experimental imagery 

 Dark room processing and developing  
You will be encouraged to use modern digital AND dark room techniques in order to produce and manipulate 
photographic images. At the heart of your work will be a workbook for each unit where your ideas and images are 
developed. 

 
How will I be assessed? 
The A Level Art & Design course is comprised of TWO components and both contribute to the full A 
Level.  
The two units are: 
Summary of requirements scheme of assessment 
Level Component 

 
Waiting Requirements Method of assessment 

A-
level 

Component 1: - 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Personal Investigation 

 
 
60% of A-level 

Submissions must include: 

● Practical work and 

outcomes 

● Supporting work - 

sketchbooks 

● Personal Study – written – 

1000words minimum 
 

 
Internally set: 
 

 Internally marked 

 Externally 
moderated 

Component 2: –
FINE ART 
Externally set 
assignment: Paper 
made available in 

January 2021 -15 
HOUR timed exam 

 
 
40% of A-level 

Submissions must include: 

Students respond to one 

externally set, broad-based 

thematic starting point to 

encourage independence in 

developing ideas, intentions 

and response. 

 
Externally set: 
 

 Internally marked 

 Externally 
moderated 

 

 



Assessment Objectives - This is what you need to be able to do (and 

what you will be assessed on) 
 A-level 

A01 

 
Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations 

informed by contextual and other sources, demonstrating analytical 
and critical understanding 
 

25% 

A02 

 

Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, 
techniques and processes, reviewing and refining ideas as 

work develops. 
 

25% 

A03 

 

Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, 
reflecting critically on work and progress. 
 

25% 

A04 

 

Present a personal and meaningful response that realises 

intentions and, where appropriate, makes connections 
between visual and other elements. 
 

25% 

 
 

What qualifications are recommended? 
 

 To do well in PHOTOGRAPHY we recommend that you have a grade A*, A, B or C at 
GCSE Art & Design. 

 

What are the progression routes with this qualification? 
The diversity of the course makes it ideally suited if you are intending to go on to Foundation 
Art & Design and degree courses specialising in many aspects of Art such as Fine Art, 
Fashion, Textiles, Film, Animation, Ceramics, Graphics, Furniture, Interior Design, 
Architecture, Sports/Music/Journalism Photography. 
If you study Art & Design - Fine Art, you may also have the option to study A-level 

Photography. 
 

What extra work can I do? 
You are also expected to keep up to date with current exhibitions by visiting galleries and 
making sketches and studies in your sketchbooks. 

And finally….The Art department has very high expectations - we believe that every student 

has the potential to be creative in a personal and meaningful way. Learning how to become a 
fully functioning artist is hard work but is also very enjoyable and extremely satisfying! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AS PHOTOGRAPHY                  Summer holiday project work 2019 
 
Now that you have decided to take Photography at A-level, there are some important things 

you need to know and do before we see you in September. These things 

are essential for success and achievement in Photography. 
 

These are 
 High personal commitment to the work (it is a demanding course, but capable of high rewards). 

This means dedication even when, or especially when things are difficult. 

 Always ask if you have a problem or question, make use of the helpful staff - me! 

 Use other members of the group as a key resource – ideas and imagination are always the 
product of interaction – nothing ever grows in a vacuum! 

 Be interested in some of the wider issues of Photography – 

Meaning, Communication, Belief, Social function, Identity, Cultural tradition etc… 

The 6 Principles of Photography 
1. DISCIPLINE! Or, at this level, self-discipline -  to work through the patches you might find difficult and to 

continue being productive; 
2. Use Photography to make DISCOVERIES about the world, and about yourself; 
3. QUESTION EVERYTHING you have been told; 
4. COLLECT AND GATHER. Document your experiences and findings; 
5. Use your IMAGINATION and INTUITION. Follow hunches; go toward what you are drawn to; 
6. DEVOUR the world through your eyes. 

 

Summer Project 
If you want to get off to the best possible start in the AS Photography course, follow the guidance above and do 
the things set out below. 

The theme for your summer project is ‘CONCEALED AND REVEALED’ 
It will really help if you have your own camera for the summer work – even a phone camera will do. 

Activities: 
1. Choose two of the following artist/Photographers and make a really thorough examination of their work: 

Carravagio, Ansel Adams, Bill Brandt, Rembrandt, Cindy Sherman, David Bailey, Richard Billingham, Henri Cartier-
Bresson, Sophie Calle, Robert Capa, Imogen Cunningham, Andeas Feininger, Alexander Rodchenko, Man Ray, 
Sally Mann. Monet, Picasso, Lucien Freud and Giacometti. All use light and dark very carefully. Please do the 
following: 

a. Compare and contrast examples of their work. What are the similarities? What are the differences? Write 
down as many as you can. 

b. Recreate one of their images as exactly as you can – don’t copy it, make your own version of it. 
c. Use www.gupmagazine.com, www.lensculture.com and www.bjp-online.com to help with your research. 

2. Make a series of portraits of a person you know well. THE PORTRAITS MUST NOT SHOW THE WHOLE 
FACE!!! Think of all the things that are used (or could be used) to ‘reveal’ who they are, or ‘conceal’ who they are. 

Think masks, hands, clothes, things that hide, cover up, or even disguise the person you are studying. Things that 
show who they are: think skin, tattoos, clothes, make-up … Really spend some time thinking about how you could 
create the portraits in an interesting way. A HUGE TIP is to really control the source of light – use a lamp or bedside 
lamp, spot light or torch even. THINK ALSO HOW LIGHT REVEALS SURFACES, DETAILS AND TEXTURE, AND 
DARK CREATES SHADOWS, HIDDEN SURFACES AND UNKNOWN INFORMATION. Take as many pictures as you 
can, manipulate them on computer if you want. Save everything on memory stick or disc, but only print off the best 
4 pictures.   

3. You are taking the first steps on the journey to becoming an expert in photography – AND A  
PHOTOGRAPHER.  Please try to buy the following bookto keep you company as you journey through this course 
and beyond: 
‘The Photographer’s Eye’ by Michael Freeman – (Best book I know on learning and improving – about £18) 

4. Create an on-line ‘Photo-blog’ – dedicated to your photography. I would recommend Instagram or Weebly. 
 

 Good Luck and see you in September 
 

Mr Leonowicz 
If you would like any clarification, advice or guidance, pleas e-mail me  - wleonowicz@ktemplar.herts.sch.uk 
 

http://www.gupmagazine.com/
http://www.lensculture.com/
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