
 
AQA GCE Economics – Resources for A Level 

 

Economics is a fascinating and continually evolving subject.  Keeping up-to-date with current events and being able to include this 
knowledge in responses is essential at every level, and particularly for students aiming for the highest grades.  Below are some links to 
resources to support your studies.  Some will be accessible now, others may be more relevant the further you progress in the course and 
your studies.  Have fun exploring and enjoy  

Newsletters/Notifications/Podcasts to sign up/subscribe to: 

 

 BBC News Daily – sign up here https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628323 / http://pages.email.bbc.com/subscribe 

 Breaking News alerts: iPhone/iPad http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/help-30119604 OR https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/help-
30119608 

 

 Economist Daily newsletter includes some full ‘free to read’ articles.  It requires an annual subscription but reduced 
price student subscriptions often available. https://ukshop.economist.com/pages/signup?redirect=International 

 
 The Monday Briefing: A succinct and eclectic weekly take on economics and finance from Ian Stewart, Deloitte's Chief 

Economist in the UK.  https://blogs.deloitte.co.uk/mondaybriefing/ 

 

 Wake Up to Money – Radio programme on BBC 5 Live every morning at 5am!  News and views on business and the 
world of personal finance. Plus the very latest from the financial markets around the globe 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0070lr5.  Available as a Podcast if you don’t fancy 5am! 

 

 Financial Times – Free access is available to the newspaper through the school.  You may have to be in school and using 
the network to sign up in the first instance https://join.ft.com/15e6890f-94d2-4ee3-9f99-e6f3d5661e50 

 

 EconomicsUK is the personal website of David Smith, the Economics Editor of The Sunday Times, London. The easy to 
understand writing and clearly defined causes and consequences make this an accessible blog for beginners 
http://www.economicsuk.com/blog/ 

 

 Institute of Economic Affairs – This organisation supports a ‘free market’ approach to resolving economic issues, that is 
trying to keep government involvement in economic affairs to a minimum. Their blog has regular articles on topical 
issues. Take a look! https://iea.org.uk/blog/ 

 

 National Institute of Economic and Social Research – Uses quantitative and qualitative research to promote a better 
understanding of how economic and social forces can affect people's lives, and which policies may improve them.  
https://www.niesr.ac.uk/blog 

 

 Wake Up to Money – Radio programme on BBC 5 Live every morning at 5am!  News and views on business and the 
world of personal finance. Plus the very latest from the financial markets around the globe 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0070lr5.  Available as a Podcast if you don’t fancy a 5am start! 

 

 Stephanomics - a podcast hosted by Bloomberg Economics head Stephanie Flanders, the former BBC economics editor 
and chief market strategist for Europe at JPMorgan Asset Management, takes listeners to a different location each week 
to Investigates a topic and answer questions to bring the global economy to life. Website 
https://www.bloomberg.com/stephanomics and  Podcast https://www.bloomberg.com/podcasts/stephanomics 

 

 Freakonomics Radio - Each week, Freakonomics tells you things you always thought you knew (but didn't) and things 
you never thought you wanted to know. Dubner speaks with Nobel laureates and provocateurs, intellectuals and 
entrepreneurs, and various other underachievers.  https://freakonomics.com/ and https://freakonomics.com/archive/ 

Reference/Revision/Study Support 

Website Description 

 
 

 

 Tutor2u website and blog are invaluable resources for A level students with material at the right ‘level’.  The blog can 
be accessed herhttps://www.tutor2u.net/economics/blog 
There are short video clips on a range of diverse topics https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/blog/videos 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe83jLdZ3PuqVwAHe6B3U2A/videos 

 
 Economics Help – A website and blog aimed at A level students. The author Tejvan Pettinger studied PPE at LMH, 

Oxford University and works as an economics teacher and writer. https://www.economicshelp.org/blog/ 

 
 Economics Online - is another great resource for economics students including a great blog and information on markets, 

the economy, and business. https://www.economicsonline.co.uk/ 

 

 Seneca Learning - A free online learning/revision resource with topic quizzes.  Make sure you select the AQA exam 
board.  https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/blog/a-level-economics-revision/ 

Economic concepts in films 

In this short set of videos, Jacob Clifford uses clips from hit movies to explain economic thinking in an accessible and entertaining way. 

Film Economic Topic area Link 
Star Wars Scarcity and exchange https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Np-dZSdzymk 

Monty Python and the Holy Grail Marginal analysis https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0BAMv6lV2t4 

Monsters Inc Production possibilities https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tW4G5IPpzFY 

Indiana Jones Demand and supply https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RP0j3Lnlazs 

Cars Recessions and fiscal policy https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYFYla1H7KE 

Back to the Future GDP, unemployment, inflation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GTgniuxA50 

Anchorman Efficiency and externalities https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBjFDtH-iZM 

The Dark Knight Oligopolies and game theory https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMq059SAQXM 

Despicable Me Monetary policy https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RaeIBeJT5hY 

The Hunger Games Capitalism https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tzXzkAs_cf0 
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Some films specifically about the 2008/9 Financial Crisis/Crash – Often available on Sky/Virgin or Netflix 

Film Description 
Inside Job (2010) Oscar-winning documentary which puts some economists in the spotlight for their role in the crash. 

Margin Call (2011) Fiction about 24 hours in a banking institution tries to show the bankers’ perspectives. 

The Big Short (2015) Lots of big-name stars in a fiction based on some real people and events. 

Economics at the Movies 

There are a large number of films with links to economics.  Some are a few years old now but are still relevant.  Several of the movies have 
specific clips available through You Tube. The movie trailer websites are often great for a taster!  The Internet Movie Database 
(https://www.imdb.com/trailers/) and the New York Times website (https://www.nytimes.com/reviews/movies) can be used to search for 
trailers to get an outline of the movie at first before going to the expense of buying the film outright 

Film Topic Area 

The End of the Line Tragedy of the Commons.  The world's first major documentary about the devastating effect of overfishing 
and examines the imminent extinction of bluefin tuna, brought on by increasing western demand for sushi. 

An Inconvenient Truth A documentary tackling Negative Externalities, cost of growth, opportunity cost from Michael Moores 

A Beautiful Mind Game Theory.  A drama based loosely on the life of John Nash the Nobel-Prize winning mathematician and 
economist starring Russell Crowe.  The bar scene where he explains to his friends the ‘optimising’ strategy 
they should follow to ensure they all leave with a date is a sexist but simple explanation of basic Game 
Theory. 

Sicko A film by Michael Moore focusing on Public and Merit Goods, Government Failure, Cost Benefit Analysis, 
Allocative Efficiency 

A Good Year Themes include work-life balance, opportunity cost and the economics of migration. Starring Russell Crowe 

A Crude Awakening – The 
Oil Crash 

Investigation into peak oil theory 

A Good Year An investment banker (Russell Crowe) inherits his uncle’s chateau in France and decides to live there after 
being suspended from his job because of fraud.  Also see The Outsider based on the bank fraud carried out 
by Jerome Kerviel 

Amelie A lovely cartoon that looks at human behaviour and maximising utility! 

Black Gold A 78-minute documentary feature from 2006 from Mark and Nick Francis which provides an vivid insight 
into the lives and challenges facing coffee farmers in Ethiopia 

Brassed Off (1996) or the 
Full Monty (1997) 

Both firms look looking at the effects of industrial decline and are very entertaining. 

Cast Away Tom Hanks, a FedEx executive “must transform himself physically and emotionally to survive a crash landing 
on a deserted island”. Great for exploring ‘motivation theories’ especially Maslow 

City of God (2003) Highlighting poverty and the value of human life in Brazil 

Darwin’s Nightmare (2005) A startling look at the impact of multinational organisations such as the IMF and the World Bank together 
with EU commissioners and Russian airline pilots on the economic and geographic landscape of Uganda and 
Tanzania. Excellent for examples of the tragedy of the commons, the destruction of natural resources 

Dirty Pretty Things (2002) A gritty drama directed by Stephen Frears which is centred around the illegal trade in human organs 

Erin Brockovich Contaminated water causing a devastating illness amongst residents of a small town in the USA.  Excellent 
for highlighting the issue of ‘externalities’. 

Gold Finger (film released 
in 1964, new DVD version 
in 2006) 

Built around the plot to bomb Fort Knox and destroying the Federal gold so Goldfinger’s gold becomes 
relatively more valuable! A similar idea is used in Die Hard with a Vengeance. 

Goodbye Lenin! (2002) Looks at the economic and social impact of a change from state planning to a market economy. Provides a 
background for learning about economic systems and differences in living standards seen through the eyes 
of an East German woman who awakes from a Coma after the fall of the Berlin Wall.  A comedy. 

It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) Much loved film starring James Stewart – which includes scenes showing a ‘run on a bank’ (when all 
customers try to withdraw their money at the same time).  Parallels with what happened at Northern Rock 
during the last financial crisis 

Kinky Boots (2005) A classic movie from Nick Frost about a failing shoe business that diversifies and explores issues such as 
redundancy, motivation, production operations. 

La Haine (1995) A classic documentary in which disenfranchised and bored French youths patrol Paris’ suburban housing 
estates due to lack of government interest and attempts to create employment or education. 

Life and Debt (2004) Looks at the issue of fair trade, inequality and economic growth in Jamaica. 

Of Mice and Men (1992) could be used as a backdrop to talk about the great depression - the use of migrant workers, the lengths 
people would go to find a job, and how a purely financial crisis can hit rural workers too – highlighting 
multiplier effects. 

Rogue Trader (1999) The events surrounding Nick Leeson and the collapse of Baring’s Bank - very topical today 

Rounders (1998) and Dr 
Strangelove: Or, How I 
Learned to Stop Worrying 
and Love the Bomb (1963) 

The classic film starring Peter Sellers both include clips and themes that illustrate game theory, risk aversion 
and behavioural economics. 

Start-up.com (2001) A documentary following two New Yorkers who quit their day jobs to focus on their entrepreneurial online 
business, govWorks.com. They receive venture capital, grow the business, and then watch it fall apart. 

The Corporation (2005) 
and Enron - The Smartest 
Guys in the Room (2006) 

Both have great potential for students wanting to unearth the darker side of corporate power, greed and 
fraudulent behaviour. 
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