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The KTS Wider Curriculum

GCSE 
Spanish

Music 
Performance

What 
are your 
options?

EPQ

Financial 
Studies

Public 
speaking

You have a choice of 
options in Year 12, which 

will broaden your  
experience, maximise 

your potential, and give 
you a valuable 

qualification.





You want the 
freedom to choose 
your own project

You love a particular 
subject, but can’t fit it 
into your three A Level 
choices

You have an 
extracurricular 
interest that you 
want to research 
further

You want to 
develop your 
presentation 
skills

You want to 
develop your 
research skills

You want to find 
out more about a 
subject you hope 
to study at 
university

You want to reach the 
highest levels of written 
and verbal 
communication

You want to develop 
the skills you need for 
independent study at 
university

You have a talent / flair 
for the creative arts 
which you want to 
foster

You want to 
develop the skills 
you’ll need for 
independent study 
at university

You want to 
prepare 
yourself for a 
particular 
career path

You really want to 
do Spanish GCSE 
but you had to 
pick another taster 
session…

Why are you here?

Your Mum wants 
you to do an 
EPQ…

Your friends 
want to do an 
EPQ…

You want to develop 
transferable skills that will 
help you to achieve your 
potential in your A Levels



How do you choose a topic?

What pathways are on offer?

What is an EPQ?

What can you do over the Summer?



Any questions?



What is an Extended Project Qualification?

• You complete a project of your choice: 
it could be a dissertation, an 
investigation/field study, a 
performance or an artefact

• You will gain a qualification next 
Summer which is highly regarded by 
universities and carries up to 28 UCAS 
points

• You will develop a range of valuable 
transferable skills, including research, 
extended writing, presentation, and 
project management



How is the EPQ delivered?

• Weekly skills sessions

• Regular mentor meetings

• Timetabled independent study

• Work towards milestones 
throughout the year

• Complete your project and 
paperwork by Easter of Year 12

• Present your findings to your peers 
/ assessors

• Reflect on and evaluate your 
project



How do you choose a topic?

What pathways are on offer?

What is an EPQ?

What can you do over the Summer?



Any questions?





Unit 1: Dissertation

What’s involved?

• 6,000 words (max) on a topic of 
your choice

• You’ll decide the question, so 
long as you can debate it and 
draw conclusions

• Requires a significant amount of 
reading and research

• Is the most popular choice of 
EPQ to date

Recent KTS examples

Is social media the new smoking?

Are criminals born or made?

Is the football transfer market over-
inflated?

Is the decimal system appropriate for 
modern mathematics?

Are environmental or biological 
factors the cause of modern day 
mental health issues?

Is the portrayal of civilian life in North 
Korea accurate?



Unit 2: Investigation / Field study

What’s involved?

• 5,000 words (max) on a topic of your 
choice

• You’ll decide the research area – needs to 
be something that allows you to collect, 
analyse and evaluate data

• Requires a significant amount of reading, 
research and the use of relevant data 
collection methods (measurements, 
questionnaires…)

• Shorter word count because the 
quantitative data will be presented in the 
appendix and this isn’t included in the 
final word count 

Examples from the exam board

What is the effect of human 
traffic on the biodiversity of a 
marsh?

How does PH value influence 
plant cover?

What factors affect the 
provision of amenities in rural 
areas?



Unit 3: Performance

What’s involved?

• A performance (to an audience) 
and a 3,000 word (max) essay on a 
topic of your choice

• You’ll decide the performance 
content based on a particular style 
or approach

• Requires a significant amount of 
reading and research in order to 
successfully plan, develop and 
evaluate your performance

Examples from the exam board

Drum and bass EP

Live performance of one of Alan 
Bennett’s Talking Heads



Unit 4: Artefact

What’s involved?

• Create / make an artefact and 
present it to your peers and write a 
3,000 word (max) essay on a topic 
of your choice

• You’ll decide what to make and 
why you want to make it.

• Requires a significant amount of 
reading and research in order to 
successfully plan, develop and 
evaluate the production of your 
artefact.

Recent KTS examples

Ballet costume – The Wizard of Oz
Website - The Life and Lies of 

Lance Armstrong
Film – Investigating the modern 

day problems of social media for 
teenagers
Film – Investigating the use of 

‘typical’ characteristics found in a 
horror film
Painting – Using the style and 

influence of Monet



How do you choose a topic?

What pathways are on offer?

What is an EPQ?

What can you do over the Summer?



Any questions?







How do you choose a topic to research?

The EPQ offers you the freedom to 
study a subject of your choice. You 
might choose to:

expand your learning in / beyond one 
of your A Level subjects

continue working on a subject which 
doesn’t fit into your A Level choices

try an entirely new subject

pursue a subject related to your 
personal interests

pursue a subject related to your 
prospective degree / career



Match the student to the project

Grace studies English, History, and Politics. She is a keen member of 
Amnesty International and is interested in studying International 
Relations at university.

Writing and illustrating a children’s 
book

Lydia studies Chemistry, Biology and Geography. She is really interested
in animals and would like to study Ecology at university. 

Has hip-hop remained true to its 
roots?

Ben loves rugby. He studies Biology, PE, and History. Ben is unsure 
whether he wants to go to university

Should invasive species be culled?

Paul studies Art, English Literature and Language, and History. He really 
likes all of his subjects and writes short stories in his spare time.

Designing a website for a vintage 
clothes shop

Ethan loves technology. He studies Business, ICT and Art. He is also 
interested in fashion and is considered to have a ‘unique’ style by his 
friends.

Is it ever right to prioritise wealth 
over human rights?

Liam studies Maths, English Literature and Dance. He wants to become 
a professional dancer and is interested in the history of dance.

Does racism still exist in South 
African rugby?



Match the student to the project

Grace studies English, History, and Politics. She is a keen member of 
Amnesty International and is interested in studying International 
Relations at university.

Is it ever right to prioritise wealth 
over human rights?

Lydia studies Chemistry, Biology and Geography. She is really interested
in animals and would like to study Ecology at university. 

To what extent do invasive species 
have a negative effect on a 
country?

Ben loves rugby. He studies Biology, PE, and History. Ben is unsure 
whether he wants to go to university

Does racism still exist in South 
African rugby?

Paul studies Art, English Literature and Language, and History. He really 
likes all of his subjects and writes short stories in his spare time.

Writing and illustrating a children’s 
book

Ethan loves technology. He studies Business, ICT and Art. He is also 
interested in fashion and is considered to have a ‘unique’ style by his 
friends.

Designing a website for a vintage 
clothes shop

Liam studies Maths, English Literature and Dance. He wants to become 
a professional dancer and is interested in the history of dance.

Has hip-hop remained true to its 
roots?



How do you choose a topic?

What pathways are on offer?

What is an EPQ?

What can you do over the Summer?



Any questions?









Summer Work

• Explore your interests and choose a topic / pathway / research 
question

• Start reading and researching, taking notes as you go

• Start keeping your activity log, making weekly entries recording what 
you’re doing towards your EPQ

• Take notes using the scaffold for your dissertation / investigation / 
performance / artefact

Everything you do this Summer will set you up for success in your EPQ, so please do 
what you can!  However, if you hit difficulties, please be reassured that we will 

work you on your project from whatever stage you have reached by September.



How do you choose a topic?

What pathways are on offer?

What is an EPQ?

What can you do over the Summer?



Any questions?











Any Questions?

Go on, please ask… Don’t be shy…  I 
guarantee someone else in the 
room is wondering the same thing!

You can talk to me after this session 
and / or on the Aim Higher stall this 
afternoon and / or email 
ethompson@ktemplar.herts.sch.uk
now or over the Summer
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